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Headteacher’s Message

It has been nice working with the School Council this year. We have had a couple of meetings and jobs to do this
half-term.  Firstly, the School Council have been doing some surveys with their class to buy some
new playground equipment. In their class, they have made a list of the equipment they would like to improve
their playtime and lunchtime experience. With the School Council's help, we have ordered the following
equipment - skipping ropes, boules, wooden balance beam, buddy bench, hula hoops, walking board, skittles,
catch and ball sets, new netballs and basketballs and outdoor chalk boards. Once all the equipment is received
into school, we will meet again and look at another focus. The School Council also walked around each class
collecting donations for the Poppy Appeal. The Eco-Council also had their first meeting this week with Mrs
Kothary. The Eco-Council are working on a sustainability project and looking at recycling paper for their
classrooms.

Have a lovely weekend, Mr Dourado

% A very happy birthday to: Kayla (3AC), Kiaana (3M), llinca (5C), Hussain (6H) and Matteo (3AC)

Attendance Matters! Writer of the Week!

Our attendance for this week is 94.2% which is This week, the following children were awarded a
below the Government target of 96.1%. certificate for being the Writer of the Week!
Children in Year 6 are split into groups therefore

Congratulations to 3AC who led the way as our } ) n )
will be given a certificate by either teacher.

Attendance Champions with a fantastic attendance
of 98.9% Well done! Year 3: Rose (3M) and Cara (3AC)

A big well done to 6H who are our Punctuality Year 4: Alice (4C) and Vihaan (4V)

Champions. Year 5: River (5C) and Tristan (5D)

Please help us by ensuring your child's arrival is || Year 6: Anele, Farzam, Swayam & Marwa (6K)
prompt. The school gates open at 8:35am and close and Hawler (6H)

at 8:50am. If possible, please schedule doctors or
dentists appointments after school.

House Points Achievement Assembly

It is always lovely to see so many children be || The following children were given special

awarded individual house points for excellent || Mention for wonderful work or behaviour by

work or effort, modelling the school values or their teachers this week. Children in Year 6 are

going above and beyond in the classroom. split into groups therefore will be given a

certificate by either teacher.

Attenborough - 173 Year 3: Eliska (3M) and Haasini (3AC)
Blackman - 153

Fiennes - 136 Year 4: Orla (4C) and Mila (4V)
Storey - 180 Year 5: Emma (5C) and Haruto (5D)

Well done to Storey . .
Year 6: Hussain (6H) and Nathaniel (6K)




Open Morning and Afternoon

We will be having an open morning and afternoon on Friday 12" December. This will give you an

opportunity to come into your child’s class and look thorough your child’s books.

The morning session will be from 9:00am to 9:30am and the afternoon session will be from 2:30pm to
3:00pm.

As there is limited space in our Year 3 classrooms, parents will need to book a place using the School
Cloud system https://ashfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/. Please be advised, that there are only 15 places in

each class for both the morning and afternoon session. Booking a time slot will secure you a place

and you will be able to attend the whole half-hour session (e.g. 9:00am to 9:30am and 2:30pm to

3:00pm). The booking system will open for Year 3 parents ONLY at 9:00am on Friday 28" November.

This is an opportunity to see your child’s work and talk to them about their learning. Teachers and
staff will be present but will be unable to talk to you about your child’s progress as they will be
managing and supporting other children in the classroom. We look forward to seeing you soon.

The Elms Sport in Schools - Summer 2025 Leaderboard Winners
Congratulations to the following students:

Football Leaderboard

Zayn (5D) for coming in 1st place. Well done!

Tennis Leaderboard

Roman (5C) for coming in 3rd place. Well done!

Chess Club DSPL9 Parent & Carer Newsletter

Ny

Welcome to Kings and Queens Chess club! A fun, || Welcome to the DSPL9 newsletter. This

enriching chess club that builds children's focus,
confidence and problem-solving skills. Each week
we learn new chess concepts and players earn
points during their games and “level up” from
Pawn to King, earning special keyring chess pieces
along the way. Every term finishes with a friendly
tournament with trophies, medals, and certificates
up for grabs! All abilities welcome.

Join us every Monday, 3:20pm to 4:20pm in the
Dining Hall by signing up here:

https://forms.gle/N9UCQGbZifShSmrU9

provides families with all recent and current
local SEND information. The newsletter will be
published fortnightly. Please click on the link
below to be re-directed to the newsletter.

Newsletter

This can also be found on our website

Parking

Please be considerate to our residents and park
safely and not over driveways, dropped kerbs
or in Hilberry Court whilst the barrier is being
repaired. Thank you for your support.

Raring2Go

Please CLICK HERE FOR LINK to the Raring2Go Winter Magazine with lots of things for families to do!



https://ashfield.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_3vmrGCnoK76f9bnO7t-D3AWFFiZt-X8/view
https://www.dspl9.uk/page/?title=DSPL9+Parents+Newsletters&pid=30
https://forms.gle/N9UCQGbZifSnSmrU9
https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/watford/winter2025/

Year 4 Trip to Bhaktivedanta Manor

As part of our RE study of Hinduism, we have
arranged a visit to Bhaktivedanta Manor, the Hare
Krishna Temple on Thursday 4th December. This is
an opportunity for the children to gain an insight
into Hinduism as a living faith. Please login into
The School Gateway to make payment and give
consent.

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login

4C Cornet Performance

This year, Class 4C have been learning the
cornet with our fantastic music teacher, Ms
Oliver. They would like to show off their skills
and hold a performance for parents on Tuesday
2nd December at 9:05am. The performance
will be about 30 minutes long. If you are
interested in attending, please enter the school
at the lower gate from 9:00am where you will

be escorted to the performance.

Autumn Term Dates

We would like to share with you all, a few things
that are coming up this term.

Saturday 6th December - Winter Fair at Merry Hill
organised by FOMH.

Tuesday 2nd December - 4C Cornet Performance

Wednesday 10th December - Year 3 Christmas
Production for Parents at 1.45pm

Friday 12th December - Open classrooms. This will
give you an opportunity to come into school and
look through your child’s books. We will have one
session from 9:00am to 9:30am and from 2:30pm
to 3:00pm.

Monday 15th December - Staff and pupils have
been invited to St James’ Church to sing a few
Christmas carols (no parents).

Wednesday 17th December - Children will be
invited to wear a festive jumper and enjoy a lovely
Christmas lunch

After School Clubs

The following clubs will finish for the Autumn
Term as below:-

The Elms - 15th December (Netball), 16th
December (Football), 17th December (Tennis)
and 18th December (Multi-Sports)

Art Club - 17th December (Year 3 & 4) and 18th
December (Year 5 & 6)

Mock Transfer - 8th December
Drama Club - 12th December

Jam Coding - 12th December

End of Term

Just a reminder that we break up at 1:30pm on
Friday 19th December and return to school on
Monday 5th January 2026.

Year 3 Visit to Bushey Library

Year 3 will be visiting Bushey Public Library and
will walk there and back.

3AC will visit from 1.30pm - 2.30pm on
Monday 24th November

3M will visit from 1.30pm - 2.30pm on
Wednesday 26th November

Inset Day

There will be no school for children on Friday 28th
November.

Winter Fair

The Winter Fair is at Merry Hill Infants
on Saturday 6" December from 1lam to
2pm. To support the fair and the bottle
tombola, children are invited to bring in a

bottle on Thursday 27" November.



https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login

Tag Rugby Tournament

Last week saw Ashfield celebrate 10 years of Ashfield Tournaments. 2015 was our first year, tag rugby the
first tournament — some of the staff and | were looking through the names of those who competed in the final
and it does make you feel old when you realise that some of those children are now in their twenties and at
university!

Every year these events just get better and better. It was a shame that the weather kept us in the hall on
Friday, but the children however just got on with their games, despite us having to play smaller games inside than we could
outside. The teamwork and cooperation shown by the children continues to improve as does the resilience demonstrated
by the children — it is important to learn how to win and lose in sport. We value sportsmanship and fair play at Ashfield, and
this is reflected in the way the children all played their games. We award certificates to those who demonstrate fair play.
At present we only hand out ten — one to a player from each team - and we could easily hand out many, many more.

Another pleasing part of these tournaments that we as a school have seen grow and develop over the last decade has been
the levels of equality on display. The first few rugby tournaments were heavily dominated by the boys, but now there is an
even split between the number of tries scored by both boys and girls. In fact, in the finals, close to two thirds of the tries
were scored by girls. As a school, we have placed an emphasis on having equality between the boys and girls in PE and
being privileged to watch every year group play; these tournaments demonstrate clearly the progress that has been made.

In terms of the matches, every final was a close and could have gone either way with neither team deserving to lose. We
had one final go to sudden death, one finalist decided by their head-to-head record after scoring the same number of points
and tries (Which is a first for any Ashfield tournament!) and numerous lead changes throughout. Mr Jones and | would like
to congratulate all the children who participated and made this tournament such a fantastic event. Your performances
were a testament to the hard work you put into PE lessons and learning how to play each game.

Preparations have now begun for what is certainly the most popular tournament at Ashfield — Volleyball. I’'m already
looking forward to it!

Mr Hardy.

Results:

Year 3. Team A1, TeamH 3.

Winners: Team H: Pia, Isla, Marvy, Fred.

Runners Up: Team A: Mia, Emily, Cihan, Ruben.

Fair Play Winners: Cihan, Rory, Mazin, Husayan, Scarlett, Cara, Eli, Isla, Jayden, Armina.
Cooperation: Jacob. Resilience: Archie. Respect: Mia. Kindness: Eliska.

Year 4. Team B 7, Team F 6.

Winners: Team B: Jack H, Leo, Jessica, Areesha, Mila D, Rafe.

Runners Up: Team F: OJ, Sophie, Ruby, Archie, Hugo B.

Fair Play Winners: Joe, Leo, Anna, George G, Vidika, Sophie, Jack F, Praneet, Hamish, Isla H.
Cooperation: Alana D Resilience: Leia. Respect: Hugo B. Kindness: Jack H.

Year 5. Team A7, Team F 3.

Winners: Team A: Raoul, Ava, Nandini, River, Grace, Benji.

Runners Up: Team F: Dillan, Crina, Lily, Zak, Penny.

Fair Play Winners: Ava, Charlotte, Freddie, Abi, Cian, Penny, Ineya, Leah, Anna, Darien.
Cooperation: Matilda. Resilience: llinca. Respect: Stanley. Kindness: Arlyn.

Year 6. Team E 8, Team F 7. (Sudden Death)

Winners: Team E: Bradley, Amelia K, Myla, William, Muhammad, Lunan.

Runners Up: Team F: Douglas, Amelia P, Mia-Neveah, Ralph, Veronika.

Fair Play Winners: Louise, Daisy, Emily H, Reyan, Bradley, Mia-Neveah, Nathaniel, Swayam, Grace B,
Abinhav.

Cooperation: Douglas. Resilience: Bella. Respect: Ayla. Kindness: Marwa.




ASHA Festive Activities
We have organised two events for school to take part and enjoy.

Tuesday 2" December: We are inviting children in Year 3 and Year 4 to make or bring a cake into school
for a 'Festive Cake Sale'. Children can bring cakes in the morning. All children and parents can buy cakes
from 3:20pm (we will possible be located in the school dining hall but we will confirm closer the
date). Year 5 and Year 6 will have their cake sale later in the school year.

Tuesday 16" December: We are inviting all children to take part and make a 'Festive Jolly Jar'. Jars
should be brought in and children can buy a jar for £1.00.

Look out for the flyers for more information!

Thank you for your support.
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YEAR 3 AND 4 INVITE YOU TO THEIR
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CAKE SALE! (R el
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ASHFIELD SCHOOL

Please make or bring along cakes to sell

to our school community!
° * All proceeds go to ASHA.

We're excited to invite you to make a jolly jar for

the ASHA Jolly Jar Shop! Fill a jar at home with any
\ [~ small treats and bring it to school clearly labelled
with your name and class by Friday 12 December.
Mr Dourado will be judging all the jars and
there will be a prize per year for best jar! '

We will then sell the jollyjars for £1 so each pupil 4
has one to take home if they wish. ¥

= Looking for inspiration? Google jolly Jars!

DEC 2 | 3:20PM ASHFIELD SCHOOL HALL

4V Science Experiment

Year 4 conducted a very messy, but engaging experiment this week to demonstrate the journey our
food takes through the digestive system - in one end and ALL the way out the other.




Christmas Post Box

From Monday 1st December the Ashfield Post Box will be available for children who wish to
send cards to their Ashfield friends. The children can post their cards at break time and
lunchtime. Children should remember to put the full name and class of the child to whom
they are sending the card. If they just write “Doris” on the card, the Year 6 post children will
not know which class to deliver it to. The last day for posting is Monday 15th December.

St James Carol Concert

Children and staff will be walking to and from St.
James’ church on Monday 15th December for our
Carol Concert (no parents). Please make sure that
your child is wrapped up warm, has a coat and
appropriate footwear.

If your child normally does PE on a Monday, they
should still come to school in their PE kit wearing a
warm coat and trainers.

We require a small numbers of helpers. If you are
available to help on the day please contact the
school office by email admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk

Year 3 Christmas Performance

Year 3 will be Performing for parents and carers on
Wednesday 10th December at 1:45pm. The school
gates (bottom gate) will be open from 1:35pm for
you to take your seats. | am really looking forward
to this performance and looking forward to seeing
you all there.

6th December
Tam to 2pm
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School Lane, Bushey WD23 1ST

Christmas Jumper Donation

If you have any freshly washed, good condition
Christmas Jumpers that you no longer need or the
children have grown out of and are happy to donate
please can you bring into the school office by Friday
12th December.

Christmas Dinner and Jumper Day

Our traditional meal will be on Wednesday
17th December. There will be music, festive
hats, delicious food and laughter as staff get
involved in serving the children! Children are
welcome to wear their Christmas Jumper on
Wednesday 17th December over their school
uniform or PE kit.

Christmas Dinner numbers have now been sent to the kitchen. Any children that have not returned

their choice will need to bring a packed lunch on Wednesday 17th December.



mailto:admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk

What we will be learning next week

Year 3
English: We will be writing the next verses of our free verse poem inspired by ‘The Magic Box’ Kit Wright.
Maths: We will finish our work on mental addition and subtraction by revising commutativity and creating fact families.
Trip: We will be visiting the library this week.
Year 4
English: We will be inventing a new style ‘Waketron’ and beginning to explain how it works.
Maths: We are looking at problem solving and using our arithmetic knowledge to work out answers.
Geography: We will be focusing on the Extremities of the hemispheres and exploring the similarities and differences of
the Arctic and Antarctic.
Year 5
English: We will be analysing the character descriptions in Cloud Tea Monkeys and using what we learn to write our own
paragraphs describing a character
Maths: In 5D, we will be using known multiplication facts to derive other facts.
In 5C We will exploring factors of multiples as well as looking into prime factors
DT: We will be learning about cam mechanisms in DT. We will begin this unit by looking at toys that have moving parts.

Year 6
English: Mr Hardy’s Group will be continuing to explore writing using authorial techniques.
Mrs Kothary’s group will continue to craft descriptive sentences mirroring Michael Morpurgo’s style.
Maths: Mr Hardy’s Group will begin to explore worded problems and how to solve them.
Mrs Kothary’s group will work on negative numbers, temperature and midpoints.
History: We will be learning about the culture of the Mayans including their writing.
Science: We will be exploring how animals are adapted to their environment.
RE: We will start to explore the origins of the Christmas celebrations

School Meals

Please see below the dinner menu for the week ahead. Please ensure that you keep your Caterlink
account in credit. As a reminder; meals cost £3.41 each day and dinner money is payable in advance.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
i . Roast Chicken, — . .
RED Plant Balls |r1 Tomofo Beef Lo.songe with Stuffing, Roast Chicken Biryani Fishfingers with Chips
Sauce with Rice Garlic Bread and Tomato Sauce
Potatoes and Gravy
Beetroot and Lentil Veg Wellington with Cheese and Bean
GReen | AvlumnVegetable | o withPotato | Roast Potatoesand | oo SQUSOGE Pasta i p i Chips and
Lasange with Garlic Bread
Wedges Gravy Tomato Sauce
BLUE Jacket Potato with a | Jacket Potato with a | Jacket Potato with a | Jacket Potato with a | Jacket Potato with a
choice of filling choice of filling choice of filling choice of filling choice of filing
All served with a selection of fresh vegetables, salad selection and desserts available daily.
Contact Us Upcoming Events
Ashfield Junior School Monday 24th November Forces Club
School Lane - -
Monday 24th November Year 6 Height and Weight
Bushey WD23 1SR
Tel: 020 8950 2350 Monday 24th November 3AC Visit to Bushey Library
Tuesday 25th November 4V Swimming

admin@ashfield.herts.sch.uk
www.ashfield.herts.sch.uk

Wednesday 26th November 3M Visit to Bushey Library

Friday 28th November Inset Day

Tuesday 2nd December Year 3 and 4 Cake Sale

School Blog
Amazon Wishlist

Thursday 4th December Year 4 Trip to Bhaktivedanta Manor

Saturday 6th December Winter Fair (11am to 2pm)



https://ashfield.herts.sch.uk/news-dates/school-blog/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2IU1W3U7NJGBM?ref_=wl_share

